2026 Carolyn & Norwood Thomas Undergraduate Research and Creativity Expo Award Winners
 Visual Arts Exhibition
1st Place

Cole Smith, Senior (Media Studies)
Faculty Mentor: Paula Damasceno (Media Studies)
Community Hub: Entrepreneurship and Black Los Angeles

2nd Place
Shayla Scales, Senior (Art)
Faculty Mentor: Jennifer Meanley (Art)
A Southern Love Letter

3rd Place
Summer Null, Senior (Interior Architecture) Faculty Mentor: Asha Kutty (Interior Architecture) The Hour of Bloom Birth Center

Mathematics, Life and Physical Sciences
1st Place
Janae Wofford, Senior (Biochemistry)
Faculty Mentors: Nadja Cech (Chemistry and Biochemistry)
Addressing the Global Antibiotic Resistance Crisis: Isolation and Characterization of Antibacterial Metabolites from Fag us grandifolia
2nd Place
Sydney Jones, Senior (Biochemistry)
Faculty Mentor: Mitchell Croatt (Chemistry & Biochemistry)
Towards the Total Synthesis of the Novel Anti_fungal Natural Product]esterone

3rd Place
Keesha Jazzlyn Go, Junior (Computer Science) Faculty Mentor: Sarah McClymont (Biology)
Computational Prioritization of Schizophrenia Risk Variants via Integration of GWAS and Open Chromatin Annotations

Humanities
1st Place
Sheza Khurram, Senior (Archaeology)
Faculty Mentor: Geoffrey Hughes (Anthropology)
The Write Way: Re-Evaluating Writing Systems on Palm Leaves
2nd Place
Alex Parsons, Senior (Nursing)
Faculty Mentors: Tiffany Gibson (Nursing) and Sarah Apel (Nursing)
Minerva Mobile Health Unit (MMHU): Sustainable Mobile Health Care Delivery
3rd Place (tie)
Victoria Charles, Senior (Liberal & Interdisciplinary Studies) Faculty Mentor: Robyn Le Blanc (Classical Studies)
How It's Made: The Craftsmanship and Daily Use of the Etruscan Bronze Mirror


3rd Place (tie)
Lila Thomas, Junior (Arts Administration) Faculty Mentor: Marian Taylor-Brown (Art)
The Value of The Nutcracker: An Exploration of the Value That the Asheville Ballet's Nutcracker Creates & Captures

Business, Economics, Education, Behavioral and Social Sciences
1st Place
Ellie Acree, Senior (Political Science) and Ramon Almeida, Senior (Political Science) Faculty Mentor: Michael Broache (Political Science)
Cold War Alignments and Constitutional Design in Post-Independence African State Formation:
Liberia, Angola, Tanzania
2nd Place (tie)
Kennedy Strong, Post-Baccalaureate (Human Health Sciences)
Faculty Mentors: Andrea Lewis (Public Health Education) and Jeannette Wade (Public Health Education)
Created for Us, by Us: The Construction of Sexual Health Education {SHE Rises) Intervention for Sexual Violence among Black Women

2nd Place (tie)
Nikolai Tassin, Senior (Psychology)
Faculty Mentor: Kari Eddington (Psychology)
Testing the Impact of a Self-Regulation-Based Micro Intervention on Depression and Subjective Well-Being

3rd Place
Daijah Elliott, Senior (Public Health Education)
Faculty Mentor: Andrea Lewis (Public Health Education)
The Burden of Being the 'Only One': Hyper-Visibility and Invisibility in the Career Trajectories of Black Women Physician Assistants with Doctoral Degrees

Performing Arts
1st Place
Ainsley Goodyear, Junior (Drama) and Caleb Van-Doornewaard, Junior (Drama) Faculty Mentor: Mya Brown (Theater)
