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E D I T O R :  V R I N D A  P .  G A N T I ,  G R A D U A T E  A S S I S T A N T

1 6 T H  A N N U A L  T H O M A S
U N D E R G R A D U A T E

R E S E A R C H  A N D  C R E A T I V I T Y
E X P O

 

A P R I L  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2
A B S T R A C T S  W I L L  B E  A C C E P T E D

J A N U A R Y  2 6  —  F E B R U A R Y  2 3

S A V E  T H E  D A T E !

The expo is the campus-wide celebration of
undergraduate research, scholarship, and creative

activities. All undergrads engaged in scholarly inquiry
are encouraged to participate. Those involved in

course-based undergraduate research projects are
also encouraged to present. Students are eligible to
compete for program recognition, which includes

monetary awards. Categories for these awards
include: 

• Business, Education, Social and Behavioral
Sciences

• Humanities
• Mathematics, Life and Physical Sciences   

• Performing Arts
• Visual Arts Exhibition

• Emerging Scholars (UNCG Residential College
Students ) 
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https://research.uncg.edu/spotlight/2021-undergraduate-expo-winners/#business
https://research.uncg.edu/spotlight/2021-undergraduate-expo-winners/#humanities
https://research.uncg.edu/spotlight/2021-undergraduate-expo-winners/#visual


Important Dates
~ Spring 2022~

 

January 10: Classes begin.
January 26 - February 23: Abstracts
accepted for the 16th Annual Thomas
Undergraduate Research and
Creativity  Expo.
January 17: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
holiday. Classes Dismissed.
March 7 - 11: Spring Break
April 14: 16th Annual Thomas
Undergraduate Research and
Creativity Expo.
April 15: Spring holiday. Classes
dismissed
April 27: Last day of classes.
April 29 - May 5: Final exams.
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SNCURCS
~2021~

Twelve UNCG students presented their research at the 17th
annual State of North Carolina Undergraduate Research and
Creativity Symposium (SNCURCS). The expo was again hosted
virtually by the North Carolina Independent Colleges and
Universities (NCICU) Elon University, Catawba College and
Livingstone College on Saturday, November 13, 2021. There were
320 presentations at this year’s SNCURCS. SNCURCS provides
undergraduate scholars in all fields a forum to share the results of
their work through posters, oral presentations, performances, and
works of art. 
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SNCURCS Presentations

Clara Kennedy , Visual and Performing Arts major received the
2021-2022 George Barthalmus Undergraduate Research Award.
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UNCG’s MARC U-STAR Fellows work in
research labs during their junior and

senior year and receive:
• A yearly stipend and tuition is paid at the in-state level

• Undergraduate Research Experiences
• Funding to engage in year-round research projects

• Paid summer research experiences
• In a UNCG faculty mentor’s lab

• With a research group at another institution
• Specialized courses and workshops

• Travel funds to attend scientific conferences
• Opportunities to publish and present their work

MARC U-STAR

UNCG’s Maximizing Access to Research
Careers Undergraduate Student Training

in Academic Research (MARC U-STAR)
Fellowship program offers talented
students underrepresented in the

biomedical sciences an opportunity to
prepare for graduate school.

The UNCG MARC Fellows virtually attended the 2021 Annual Biomedical
Research

Conference for Minority Students (ABRCMS) from November 10-13, 2021.
ABRCMS is one of the largest communities of underrepresented minorities in

STEM. Students attend this conference to present their research, enhance
professional development skills, explore graduate schools, and network. During
the conference, attendees from over 350 colleges and universities participate in

poster and oral presentations in twelve STEM disciplines. 

This year, 7 MARC
Fellows presented their research at the ABRCMS.
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ABRCMS Presentations

*3 MARC Fellows won $300 awards for their outstanding
presentations.
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McNair Scholars Program 

NEW FALL 2021 INDUCTEES
The UNCG-McNair Scholars

Program is a federal TRiO program
funded by the US Department of
Education designed to prepare

undergraduates for pursuit of a PhD.
UNCG-McNair provides

undergraduate students with
opportunities to complete research

with faculty mentors, attend the
UNCG-McNair Summer Research
Institute, explore graduate school

options, and prepare for graduate level studies.
A new cohort of scholars was

inducted. Welcome and
congratulations to the Fall 2021

inductees of the McNair Scholars
Program.

SUMMER RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Central to the mission of the UNCG-McNair Scholars Program is the opportunity to

provide each McNair Scholar with undergraduate research activities under the
guidance of a Faculty Mentor in the Scholar’s academic field. During the eight-week
Summer Research Institute (SRI), McNair scholars conducted independent research,

prepared for the Graduate Record Examination, participated in a writing lab and
completed an academic professionalization course to prepare for the graduate school

application process. Please visit the following website to learn more about the SRI
2021 scholar and their research projects: go.uncg.edu/mcnair
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http://go.uncg.edu/mcnair


McNair Scholars 
Summer Research Institute Program 
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McNair Scholars 
Summer Research Institute Program 
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STAMPS
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The STAMPS (Science, Technology and Math Preparation Scholarships) Program is
supported by the National Science Foundation and it offers scholarships for

academically talented undergraduate students in the sciences. The primary goal of
the STAMPS program at UNCG is to provide financial and community support for

undergraduate students who are majoring in Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science,
Geography, Mathematical Sciences, and Physics and Astronomy. Students are

awarded scholarships based on a demonstration of both a significant promise for
success in science/math and a measurable financial need. In addition to financial

support STAMPS incorporates a variety of community-building measures including
peer mentors, a science colloquium series, tutoring, field trips to research

facilities, and undergraduate research opportunities

STAMP Scholars STAMPS Scholars   STAMPS Scholars

https://stamps.uncg.edu/
https://stamps.uncg.edu/
https://stamps.uncg.edu/


URSCO Faculty Fellows 
2021-2022

Dr. Michiel Van Veldhuizen, Classical Studies

Van Veldhuizen will redesign CCI 205 Classical Mythology, which carries a MAC marker in Global Engagement and
Intercultural Learning. He will incorporate a Course based Undergraduate Research Experience into the class by
scaffolding research assignments focused on a related theme throughout the semester that will culminate in a
final project.

Joan Sutton, Community and Therapeutic Recreation 

Sutton and Harlow will redesign Community and Therapeutic Recreation (CTR) 101: Leisure and American
Lifestyles that is taught asynchronously and online. They will create a Course based Undergraduate Research
Experience that focuses on MAC Health and Wellness competencies.

The goal of the URSCO Faculty Fellows program is to identify, support, and disseminate new ideas and pedagogical
practices that increase the accessibility of Undergraduate Research on our campus.
 
This year, three UNCG faculty members, Dr. Michiel Van Veldhuizen, Ms. Sam Harlow, and Ms. Joan Sutton will serve
as URSCO Faculty Fellows along with Dr. Joanne Murphy, Classical Studies, who is serving as Senior Fellow. The Faculty
Fellows will work alongside URSCO Director, Dr. Lee Phillips, to develop and refine additional strategies for integrating
research in the curriculum.
 
The Faculty Fellows program, which has been running since AY 2017-2018, has supported 15 UNCG faculty members as
they redesigned their classes and organized training and information workshops open to all faculty. Faculty from across
the University have participated as Fellows or attended our workshops that we hold each semester. Represented
departments include Art, Communication Studies, Anthropology, Classical Studies, English, History, Media Studies,
Kinesiology, Geography, Community and Therapeutic Research, Biology, and the University Libraries. The URSCO Faculty
Fellows program was key in providing a model for the redesigning for 42 classes in the Humanities in 13 subject areas
through Transforming the Humanities that was funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (2018-2019). Over 800
students participated in these classes.

This year the Faculty Fellows program is dedicated to supporting the new Minerva Academic Curriculum to assist
faculty in redesigning classes that enroll a high number of non-majors.
 

 

      Samantha Harlow, University Libraries
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URCA Recipients 
~Fall-Spring 2021/2022~
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URCA Recipients 
~Fall-Spring 2021/2022~

13



URCA Recipients 
~Fall-Spring 2021/2022~
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URCA Recipients 
~Spring 2022~
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URCA Recipients 
~Spring 2022~
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Transcript Notation
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Minimum of two semesters (or at least 8 weeks in a summer research program) engaged in mentored
research/creative inquiry
Endorsement of Research/Creative Inquiry Mentor and/or Department
Presentation at UNCG’s Thomas Undergraduate Research and Creativity Expo 
Engagement in at least two URSCO - sponsored or co-sponsored student workshops
 Completion of survey of your research experience

Presenting Author at (1 or more from this list counts as 1 of the 2):
State of North Carolina Undergraduate Research and Creativity Symposium (SNCURCS)
SoCon Undergraduate Research Forum (SURF)
Posters on the Hill (Washington, DC)
National Conference for Undergraduate Research (NCUR)

Presenting Author at a disciplinary conference
Receive and Complete an URSCO Undergraduate Research and Creativity Award (URCA) 
 Thomas Undergraduate Research and Creativity Expo award winner and/or recognition of excellent
research/creativity as an undergraduate within your department/program
Receive a regional or national research/creative inquiry-focused award
 Senior Honors Project 
 Author (or co-author) a peer reviewed publication (or in review with mentor verification) 
Author/compose (or co-author) a Musical or Theatrical Production
 Work juried into an off-campus group art exhibition
Curated or organized a group or solo exhibition--on campus or off-campus
Engaged in a substantial choreographic, performance, or dance studies project 
Author/compose (or co-author) a Musical Production
Lyricist/librettist of a Musical Theatre Production
Engaged in a substantial performance, playscript or musical composition, direction, design, or
technical project for a dramatic, musical, dance, film, or opera production project

The University of North Carolina at Greensboro recognizes undergraduates who have participated in
significant research and/or creative inquiry projects. Students may request* this notation once they have
met the criteria. 
Required of all:

at least 2 of the following:

* All applications will be processed through and approved by the Undergraduate Research, Scholarship and
Creativity Office.

http://utlc.uncg.edu/ursco/transcripts/
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          Follow us on social media!
        Twitter: @UNCG_URSCO
        Facebook: UndergradResearchAtUNCG
        Instagram: @UNCG_URSCO

utlc.uncg.edu/ursco
ursco@uncg.edu
(336)334-4776

For more information about what UNCG’s undergraduate
scholars are up to, visit the URSCO blog!

URSCO is a unit within the
University Teaching and Learning Commons

130 Shaw Residence Hall (on the quad)
1310 Walker Ave
Greensboro, NC

https://utlc.uncg.edu/ursco/blog/
https://utlc.uncg.edu/ursco/

